
PUBLIC MEETING # 1



What is this process? 
Who is involved? 



this work is 
focused on 
three sites but 
will impact the 
entire 
neighborhood 
of eastwick





COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROCESS:
• Neighborhood Tour

• Interviews with stakeholders/residents – So far: 30 completed

• Neighborhood Leadership Introduction

• Public Meeting #1: Presentation of the challenges

• Three Public Roundtables: Understanding Eastwick & moving toward a shared vision, 
using the Urban Alchemy Framework

• Public Meeting #2: Present preliminary analysis & strategies

• Public Meeting #3: Share final draft plans for comment





Quick history: 
how did we get here?



a "knitted in community" built among 
natural marshlands



Quick history: 1927
Both Historic & Industrial

“a sparsely populated, semirural area featuring small farms, trailers, scattered housing developments, 
and, by the mid-twentieth century, an assortment of auto junkyards and burning garbage dumps.” -
Historian Guian A. McKee





“news splash: it’s Eastwick again” 

Heavy thunderstorms brings water to the 2ft level on Eastwick Ave at 83rd Street







1945 1957
What was What was 

supposed to 
happen

What actually 
happened

2017



Silt from the Schuylkill river to Eastwick: may, 1954







And redevelopment 
proposals continue 
to surface…











This process is not 
about reacting to 
someone else’s vision 
but creating your own 
for these important 
sites.  
Let’s start the conversation by 
reviewing some data…









Eastwick 
today













Environment / 
ecology













"Hurricane Floyd, in 1999, was 
Eastwick’s most devastating flood 
event in recent memory. Cobbs 
and Darby Creeks overflowed, 
inundating the area with four to 
five feet of water, requiring 
evacuation of about 1000 Eastwick
residences."











connectivity









"Contractors continue to target Eastwick for 
dumping by depositing building materials and 
old appliances on vacant land and along the 
railway tracks."

Quality of life

























David’s 
home



Michel Cantal-
Dupart’s map of the 
”elephants” in the 
Greater Paris 
region takes the 
spotlight off the 
Eiffel Tower and 
helps us see what is 
there and where it 
is







1)  ALIGN
> Develop and articulate a shared understanding of history, past 

urban policies & the ecology of the neighborhood

> Identify shared values 

> Create a vision for the future

2)  CREATE
> Projects that can solve the problems of the neighborhood

3)  CONNECT
> The people of Eastwick to the larger city and region



We want to hear from 
you!
• Tell us how we’re doing! 

– Write your comments & the questions we need to address on 
the boards provided

• Identify Eastwick’s elephants
– Add elephants (community treasures) to the map provided. 

• Grow the timeline
– Mark on the timeline personal, community or historical events 

to begin to develop a shared understanding of the history of 
the neighborhood
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